Positive Aspects
· High biological diversity, wildlife, presence of eagles—variety of species in watershed  (31)
· Abundance of natural resources and natural beauty (9)

· High quality streams (8)

· Buckaloons historical aspects and archeological digs (8)

· Wetlands provide unique habitat to region (8)

· Clean water (7)

· Jonny Appleseed began in this area; however evidence was washed away (7)

· Hunter/Fisherman population and tourism attraction (6)

· Deer management in regards to forest undergrowth (6)

· Headwaters of Spring Creek, Whitney Run and Youngsville reservoir water quality (4)

· Potential to utilize micro-hydro renewable energy with low-impact stream flow dam to generate electricity and boost economy of Columbus (4)

· Low crime rate (3)

· Strong fine arts support –theater, gazebo summer music, fine arts council-student and children’s (3)

· Brokenstraw Watershed Council awareness and cooperation strategy of providing each watershed municipality with a copy of the watershed map (3)

· Good quality public water systems and well water for residents (3)

· Pennsylvania Game Lands under public ownership (2)

· Excellent agricultural community—Progressive Farmer “Warren County #2 agricultural county in Pennsylvania to live” (2)

· Cooperation of groups involved in planning and studies could work together to increase chances of funding (2)
· Cornfield 500 and Hillbilly wedding on nationally televised T.V. (2)

· Corry Junction Greenway Trail (1)
· Robert Jackson memorial in Spring Creek (1)

· Local residents, friendly neighbors (1)

· Presence of elderberries, leeks, mushrooms, and black berries (0)

· Climax Engine-Locomotive Company in Corry and the museum (0)

· Recreational opportunities (0)

· Good municipal cooperation in Warren Council of Government (0)
· Maintain existing small family farms in the region (0)

· Lay of the land (0)

· Some major dirt and gravel roads improved with funding through dirt and gravel roads program (0)

Improvements

· Improve enforcement of existing regulations, local, state, and federal (16)

· Impacts from invasive species both plant and animals, such as gypsy moths and emerald ash borers 14)
· Implement agricultural best management practices, especially in NY (10)

· Brine water treatment for oil and gas wells. State does not have adequate personnel to enforce regulations (9)

· Sedimentation from bridges and roads gets into streams because there are no edges or sides along bridges to stop sediment, road salt, and brine from falling over the bridge into streams (8)

· Improve quality of water in Hare Creek due to impacts from sewage overflows and point sources, such as Corry Concrete. How will the prolonged impacts from sewage overflow downstream of the Corry Treatment Plant affect Hare Creek? The overflow is corrected, now high chlorine discharges is impacting aquatic life (8) 
· User fee at Buckaloons Recreation area deters local residents from using the recreation facility. “It is not worth the $5 for short visits.” Many people also park along National Forge Road and walk into the park to avoid paying the fee, creating safety and traffic concerns (7) 

· Younger generation is leaving the area for education and better paying jobs. Business improvement and job market needs enhanced (7)

· Economy needs help (6)
· “Milk Factories” –Large farms with 200+ cows—how are they controlling their waste and manure. What impacts are these concentrated farms having on the water quality? (6)

· Access to public lands—specifically Pennsylvania Game Commission lands—for other uses such as bird watching, hiking, scenic vistas. Some visitors are not willing to walk far for scenic vistas and wildlife watching opportunities. Work with PGC to increase access via gated state game land roads during off hunting seasons (5)

· Use of brine on roads for dust control impacts water quality. There is a need for an economic alternative (5)

· Riparian zones (5)

· Cooperation and awareness among agencies to help citizens contact the correct agency without getting the run around (4)

· Cooperation is needed between Allegheny National Forest and local visitors’ centers to share and distribute information. Increase awareness of available resources to community residents (4)

· Public access to waterways and posting of property (3)

· Old medicine disposal methods unknown to citizens (3)

· Vandalism by ATV users on Rails-to-trails (2)

· Lack of lodging for visitors to the region – hotels, motels, bed & breakfasts (1)
· Increase availability of water quality data for Brokenstraw Creek (1)

· There are a variety of impacts affecting Brokenstraw Creek and its tributaries. Impacts depend upon portion the location within the watershed. Prioritized studies are needed to determine which impacts should be addressed first (1)

· Columbus Township, not all residents are on public sewage systems. The on-lot systems are impacting the water quality of Coffee Creek (1)

· Columbus Dam (Easter Flood 1946) washed out recreational opportunities that once existed (1)

· In Columbus, 1,000 cottages are located in a blight area needing repair and maintenance that could become attractive and desirable with recreational opportunities (1)
· Infrastructure—roads in winter, extra water/flooding in spring (1)

· Improve facilities at public access sites, such as restrooms and parking (0)

· Personnel to maintain public camping facilities on state and federal lands, need for funding (0)

· Dirt and gravel roads impacts—the roads need paved—money available isn’t going to the townships (0)

· Negative impacts of road salt (0)
· Use resources available to attract business and tourism while protecting the resources (0)

· Improve fishing opportunities (0)
· Transportation into and out of the area (0)

· Soggy areas, has improved some, but is still an issue (0)

· Not enough deer for hunters (0)

· Corry Historical Society Museum could be improved (0)

· Wilder Museum – access/safety/attractiveness to visitors is a concern. However, a positive is the programs that are hosted at the center (0)

· Lack of dance studios or places to learn how to dance (0)

· Access to visitors’ center is a concern. Office hours are only during the week, not on weekend when most tourists visit the area. Center is run by volunteers, need some paid staff to run visitors centers to ensure information is available and accessible to visitors (0)
· Impacts caused by geese (0)

· Potential for a strip mine from Plank Road to Smith Road to removed gravel. Operator is working with DEP to acquire the necessary permits. It would be a one mile that would require withdrawing water from Brokenstraw Creek for mining activities (0)

· Clymer Milk Plant—no longer in production—had affected water quality of Brokenstraw Creek. The facility is now a pallet manufacture and this has helped improve Brokenstraw Creek (0)

· Dead deer floating in streams (0)

· On-lot systems built near waterways impact water quality (0)

· Oil and gas drilling will have a need for maintaining pipeline and treating brine from the wells. Marcellus shale is too shallow in Warren County so it should not be as big impact as in eastern counties of Pennsylvania. (0)
Projects

· Environmental education is key to making the plan work. Educational opportunities for K-adult with opportunities leading to action (26)

· Invasive species removal and control program including outreach to control problem before it gets worse (20)

· Install more agricultural best management practices on large dairy farms and educate farmers on the latest techniques (13)

· Conduct a watershed assessment to investigate water quality concerns in Hare Creek, Coffee Creek, and other tributaries (8)

· Restore recreation to Columbus through low-head micro-hydro dam to generate electricity (8)

· Educate citizens about riparian buffers, their benefits, and landscaping etiquette towards conservation. For example not mowing to stream (7)

· Create public access to streams (6)

· Improve higher education opportunities (5)

· Conduct a pilot project to control road dust using an alternative product, such as soybean oil, etc. (4)

· Illegal dump cleanup (4)

· Protect all streams (4)

· Promote more funding to municipalities for dirt and gravel roads programs (4)

· Educate citizens on proper disposal of pharmaceuticals and return programs (3)

· Forest service budget to highlight history and its significance at Buckaloons Recreation Area (3)

· Connect NY and PA Rails-to-trail and improve cooperation in trail development (3)

· Diversify jobs (2)
· Establish technical education about gas and timber extraction so local residents can obtain these higher paid positions (2)

· PFBC, DEP involvement in addressing point source discharges –Specifically Corry Concrete Company dumping remaining concrete materials over the streambank (1)

· Promote square dancing (1)

· Improve on-lot septic systems through community education (1)

· Better training for municipal road crews (0)

· Create ATV recreation area (0)
